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What’s on...

Festival Halo Events
The Festival Halo – a variety of events and activities running 
throughout the Festival, organised by local groups

“Perhaps we can hope that when our present itself becomes 
a page of history, it may also be worth remembering.” 

These words were written by John Coope in his chairman’s 
message for the first Bollington Festival in 1964. Fifty years later 
Dr Coope’s “present” certainly is well worth remembering!

I wish to thank the hundreds of volunteers who have worked so 
hard to make this Bollington Festival possible. Their efforts are 
testament to Dr Coope’s desire to foster a sense of community in 

our wonderful town. I am also extremely grateful to the many sponsors and grant-givers 
who have generously provided much-needed funds.

We look forward to a fortnight showcasing the talents of our community as well as 
invited guests and exceptional activities. From Art to Zoology we have put together a 
fabulously varied programme for the young and not-so-young. Do take time to browse 
through this brochure - I hope you’ll find much to interest and excite you.

Enjoy!

Welcome to the Festival
A letter from the chairman

Jon Beck
Festival Chairman

Bollington Festival
The first 50 years

1964
2014

Dr John Coope
1964

Ever wondered how a small town like Bollington has such a vibrant 
and diverse Festival? It’s thanks to the vision and commitment of 
Dr John Coope MBE and the enthusiasm of local volunteers. Dr 
Coope was a GP in the town for many years and in the 1960s set 
out to revitalise its community spirit by initiating social, musical and 
artistic activities. 

The first Bollington Festival, led by Dr Coope, was held in September 
1964. Events included “a Dance to two Beat Groups” in the marquee 
(tickets 4 shillings), a bowls tournament and a horticultural show. 
Since then the Festival – sometimes themed – has been held every 
four to seven years and has featured world-famous entertainers, a 
genuine Victorian helter-skelter, donkey rides, overseas performers 
and… Bollington’s very own Calendar Boys, as seen on The Graham 
Norton Show! The Festival has always renewed excitement in 
local community groups and spawned new ones; for example the 
inclusion of science events for the first time in 2009 gives us a 
thriving SciBar in Bollington five years later. Although our Bollington 
Festival has evolved and grown to include over 100 activities in 
2014, one thing remains the same: the aim to involve and inspire the 
community, just as Dr Coope envisaged 50 years ago.
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A special thanks...

Festival Parade

The Festival Committee is particularly grateful to its sponsors and all fundraisers,  
without whose generosity and support the Festival would not have been possible.  
A special thanks goes out to the following: 

The Festival Committee would also like to acknowledge and thank a number of 
sponsors who wish to remain anonymous. We would also like to thank all Friends of the 
Festival, and all who have contributed to fundraising for the Festival.

Grants and Sponsors

•	 Bollington Town Council
•	 Cheshire Peaks and Plains 

Community Grant Fund
•	 The Co-operative 

Community Fund
•	 The Granada Foundation
•	 Holmes Hines  

Memorial Fund
•	 Mabel Evans Trust
•	 Martyn Donaldson 

Music Trust
•	 Oglesby Charitable Trust
•	 The Pennycress Trust 
•	 Wellcome Trust
•	 B C Transport (Bollington) 

1991 Ltd
•	 Bellway Homes Ltd
•	 Bollington Chamber 

Concerts

•	 Bollington Dental Practice
•	 Bollington Health  

and Leisure
•	 Bollington Medical Centre
•	 Chestergate Financial 

Services Ltd
•	 Cutlers Cleaning  

Supplies Ltd
•	 The Emerson Foundation
•	 Grant International (UK) 

Ltd
•	 Lifestyle Fitness
•	 musicmagpie.co.uk
•	 Nancy and Gerald Coope
•	 P R Jones Jewellers
•	 R A Smart Ltd
•	 Tullis Russell
•	 TyrZ
•	 Waters Corporation
•	 William Hammond Ltd

Also in kind

•	 Andrew Lea Finance – 
Chartered Accountant 

•	 Beam Studio
•	 Bellfields Bakery
•	 Bollington Brewing Co
•	 Bollington Live
•	 Briscola Restaurant
•	 Canalside’s The Thread 

102.8 fm
•	 Christini Carpet Centre
•	 Considered Creative
•	 Heywood Shepherd 

Macclesfield
•	 JJJ Heathcotes Ltd
•	 Pixel Allsorts
•	 Shacklefords Pianos
•	 Shrigley Hall Hotel
•	 STEIN IAS

The Bollington Festival 2014 parade will be held on Saturday 17th May starting at 11am 
from the Poachers Inn at the top of Ingersley Road. It will wind its way through the village 
to end at the Atax Field by the Bollington Leisure Centre on Heath Road. There will be a 
family picnic at the end of the parade, displays by some of the participants and other side 
stalls. Food and drink will also be available. 

The theme is “50 years of …” to mark the anniversary of the Festival. If your local 
community group, business, or friends would like to take part in the parade contact 
Roland Edwards: dfedwards@btinternet.com . We are also seeking volunteers to help 
make and hang out bunting along the route and to help with stewarding.
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Historic Boat Gathering 
9am-5pm | 24 May  
9am-12pm | 25 May
Historic narrowboats will be moored around 
the Adelphi Mill so come and see this 
colourful spectacle bring the canal to life

Festival Walks
A range of walks for all ages, legs and 
staminas will be offered during the Festival 
- including Nordic walking, a poetry walk, a 
7am White Nancy summit event. For details 
visit the Festival website. Enquire/enrol by 
contacting organiser Cate Wallace direct at 
BF2014Walks@virginmedia.com

PostaPoem
Look out for poems, ancient and modern, 
appearing in surprising places in and 
around Bollington during the Festival. In 
addition there will be a Poetry Treasure 
Hunt Trail for children. For more information 
contact susandale49@hotmail.com

Book Drops in Bollington
Look out for books of various genres to be 
found in Bollington and kept by the finder! 
This time there will books for children too! 
Volunteers to “hide” books, contact Hema 
Odedra, odedrahema@hotmail.com

Life and Locations of Bollington
Photography exhibition in the Methodist  
Church. Free entry throughout Festival 
weekends as well as Wednesdays and Fridays

Bollington Light Opera Group
May 16 & 17 Bollington Civic Hall  
HMS Pinafore by Gilbert & Sullivan. Please 
contact mj.raymond@btinternet.com for 
more details

Primary Schools Art Competition
Artwork by children in our local junior 
schools will be on display in Bollington  
Town Council buildings during the Festival

Fell Race 
Registration 1pm, Race 2pm | 10 May
The ever popular Fell Race starts from the 
Bollington Brewery Co. on Adlington Road. 
No prior ‘enrolment’ is needed (over-16s 
only). Just turn up on the day. £5

Spinning a Yarn in the Pub 
27 May
Enjoy a pint whilst listening to stories or 
songs told by a group of local folk. Open 
microphone for those with a story to tell.  
See Festival website for locations and times

Festival Open Gardens
11am-5pm | 24 May | Ingersley Vale 
11am-5pm | 25 May | Kerridge
From allotments to hidden gems - visit and 
be inspired by garden delights. £6/day or 
£10 for both days. For more details see www.
bollingtonfestivalgardens.blogspot.co.uk

Bollington Folk Club 
Dog & Partridge Pub | 8:30pm | 16 May
Special guest, from Vancouver Island, 
Eileen McGann & David K. £7 on door. 
www.bollyfolk.com or call  
07570 807645 for more information

Art Trail 
1-4pm | 17 May
11am-4pm | 18, 24, 25 May
Follow the trail of art around Bollington 
and environs. For more details see:  
www.bollingtonfestivalarttrail.blogspot.co.uk

Creative Writing Competition
The Creative Writing Competition is for 
adults and has 2 categories: Poetry and 
Short Story. There will be a small entry fee 
and prizes for each category. Joy Winkler 
(ex Cheshire poet laureate) will judge the 
entries. Winning entries will be read on 
Canalside Radio during the Festival and the 
prizes awarded on June 1st at 2:30pm at 
the Civic Hall. Participation/tickets arranged 
directly through our local schools or 
contact d.smilsom60@btinternet.com

Bollington Library Big Display Wall
WW1 comes to life in an exhibition of photos, 
stories, history and poems at the library

Bollington Art Group 
10am-6pm daily | 25-28 May 
The annual exhibition of art by local 
artists will be held at the Civic Hall

Primary Schools Poetry Competition 
Follow the children’s Poetry Treasure Hunt 
Trail in May! Walk around town and enjoy 
reading poems written by our junior school 
children about “Bollington and me”; listen 
too to Canalside’s The Thread 102.8fm 
radio station and hear prize-winners read 
aloud their own poems. Participation/tickets 
arranged directly through our local junior 
schools or contact margaret.park@me.com 
or jackiehwright@hotmail.com

“Fancy Dress Hash” (run) 
The Vale Inn 7:45pm | 27 May
All welcome for the free-to-enter “Fancy 
Dress Hash” (organised by the Cheshire 
Hash House Harriers). No prior ‘enrolment’ 
is needed. Dogs welcome. More details at: 
cheshirehash.co.uk/cheshire/hashruns

Open House at Savio 
Savio House 10am-4pm | 31 May
Come along and enjoy the lovely grounds 
at Savio House, Ingersley Vale. Contact 
saviooffice@saviohouse.org.uk or 01625 
575405. Everyone is welcome to meet 
the Salesians who live there, join Kerridge 
Ridge and Ingersley Vale volunteers whose 
local countryside work is based there and 
maybe join in a Spiritual Walk. Current 
details on Festival website

Ghost walk
Café Waterside – Poachers & in between 
6:30 for 7pm | 28 May
Ghost stories and folk tunes for children 
around Bollington led by local duo, Anna 
& Daz Barker. £1 for adults and 50p for 
accompanied children, under-5s free

Floating Roof Challenge
Recreation Ground
Test your maths skills by solving a giant 
puzzle on the recreation ground 

Petals and Threads
St Oswald’s Church | 23-29 May
From Friday evening 23 May until Thursday 
evening 29 May, St Oswald’s Church hosts a 
splendid display of Flowers and Embroidery, 
alongside a variety of craft workshops 
and spiritual events! Entry fee for flowers/
embroidery display: £2.50 per adult (children 
free). Also featuring Poetry with Jackie Kay 
(Sat 24 May at 5:30pm) and Drama with Robin 
Hemmings (Mon 26 May through to Wed 28 
May at 7:30pm). For opening times and more 
details, see Festival website or  
www.stoswaldbollington.org.uk

Festival Visual Arts Group Exhibition 
Arts Centre | 30 March - 27 April
Preview exhibition from the Festival Trail 
Artists at Bollington Arts Centre. Open 
Sundays 2-4pm and during events at 
Bollington Arts Centre. Admission free. For 
further information please visit the Bollington 
Festival website (Visual Arts blog spot)

Science Events
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Scarecrow Science
Enjoy the scarecrow science trail 
around Bollington illustrating 50 years 
of scientific discovery – from heart 
transplants to GM foods. Look out for 
scarecrow-making in the library in May

The Fab Lab
Hands-on science for kids of all ages. Visit 
the health and fitness lab and discover 
what happens to our bodies when we 
exercise, or have a go at extracting DNA 
from a strawberry in the DNA lab, or be 
entertained by super science shows!

Limited-edition Lab Coat Exhibition
Photographs of some of the most 
amazing biomedical discoveries have 
been custom-printed onto fabric and 
made into exclusive limited-edition 
lab coats. See these works of art in the 
parade and exhibited during the Festival

Exploring Science through Textiles
Fernley de Ruiter was commissioned to 
make textile representations of 50 years 
of scientific discovery. These fabulous 
pieces will be on display in the library 
throughout the Festival

A Night with the Stars
Stargazing, hands-on activities and star-centred 
talks by Macclesfield Astronomy club

Vibrations and Vegetables: The Science Of Sound
Join the London Vegetable Orchestra and science 
busker David Price for a fun-filled afternoon of  
making music

Festival Venues

Festival Marquee

Bollington Arts Centre

Civic Hall

The Waterside Café

Briscola 

Canal at Adelphi Mill

Community Centre

Dog & Partridge

Ingersley Vale

Kerridge Cricket Club

Shrigley Hall Hotel

St Gregory’s School

St John’s School

St Oswald’s Church

The Plaice

The Poachers Inn

The Spinners Arms

The Vale Inn

Methodist Church

Atax Field

Car Parks

Disabled Car Park

Festival Art Trail Group Exhibition   
Arts Centre | 16 May - 1 June
Group exhibition from Art Trail artists 
running concurrently with the Art Trail. See 
them in the gallery and follow them into 
their studios. Open Sundays 2-4pm and 
during events at Bollington Arts Centre. 
Admission free. For further information 
please visit the Bollington Festival website 
(Visual Arts blog spot)

Marquee: Top Picks
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Dave Spikey
Multi award-winning Dave Spikey is an acclaimed comedy writer 
and stand-up comedian best known for co-writing and  
starring in Phoenix Nights with Peter Kay 32

Man, Medicine & Morals: Professor Robert Winston
Be inspired by the world-renowned professor, medical 
doctor, scientist, television presenter and politician

66

Northern Chamber Orchestra “Concert for Families” 
A “Concert for Families” for enthusiasts and novices by nationally 
renowned musicians, including an exclusive performance with 
local amateurs playing alongside the pros 50

The Big Chris Barber Band
Once again, we are delighted to welcome one of the giants of  
the British jazz scene and his band. Sit back and be blown  
away by an all-star line-up 68

The Bollington Movie
Come and enjoy a red-carpet extravaganza and see your friends, 
relatives and favourite town starring in Bollington’s first 
ever feature film 2019

Upbeat Beatles
Back by popular demand! Dance, twist and shout to the 
Fab Four sound of the Sixties

87

Morgan & West: Time Travelling Magicians
Gadzooks! Time-travelling Victorian magicians Morgan and West (as 
seen fooling Penn and Teller on TV) confound the crowds with their 
clever conjuring. A great family show 55

‘A Compás’: Jaleo Flamenco
A potent cocktail of explosive footwork, haunting singing, virtuoso 
guitar playing and percussive handclapping from southern Spain 
with some of flamenco’s finest award-winning artists

10

An Afternoon with Don Maclean
One of Britain’s best-loved entertainers! Join the former presenter 
of Crackerjack and Radio 2’s Good Morning Sunday for an 
afternoon packed with brilliant comedy and your favourite 
hymns. Laugh…  Sing…  Enjoy! 85

6048 5341
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Information correct at time of printing.  
Please check www.bollingtonfestival.org.uk or box office for updates.

Professor Alan Boyde, Wellcome images
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Rock on the Rec | 12-4pm Festival Marquee | £5
The best local rock bands, live in the Marquee!

Family Picnic | 12pm Recreation Ground | Free
Gather together with your friends and family to wind down at the end of the Festival. 
Food and entertainment will be on tap

Online:	 	
www.bollingtonfestival.org.uk

Assistance in placing orders online is available from help points at: 
•	 Harvey Scott Estate Agents at 29 Palmerston Street
•	 Bollington Library
•	 Bollington Leisure Centre

Please note these venues don’t accept telephone orders or cash and cheques - 
payment will need to be by debit/credit card or Paypal. Opening times may vary

Post:		
Complete the order form below and send it, together with a cheque for the 
correct amount made payable to “Bollington Festival”, to:

Bollington Festival Box Office, Bollington Arts Centre
Wellington Road, Bollington, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 5JR

Phone:		

01625 578071 (Wed to Sat - 10am to 1pm)

In Person:	
Bollington Arts Centre (Wed to Sat - 10am to 1pm)

Phone lines and the Arts Centre Box Office will open on 5th March 2014

Disabled Access - please call the Box Office on 01625 578071 before the event 
to let us know if you have any special requirements. To access the disabled car 
park you will need to have a Blue Badge

Gypsy Seasons | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £12
Tim Kliphuis (violin), Nigel Clark (guitar) and Roy Percy (bass) perform a blend of gypsy 
jazz, classical and folk music, delivering the most breathtaking instrumental show 
you’ll hear all year. “Playfully inventive and techniqually brilliant”– The Scotsman

Folk along the Bollin | 8:30pm Dog & Partridge Pub | £2 on the door
Local performers will be joined by folk artists from Lymm Folk Club. Also included 
will be a storytelling slot for tales with a local focus

Gypsy Jazz Workshop | 2-4pm Arts Centre | £15
Gypsy jazz fiddler Tim Kliphuis leads a music workshop for children, amateurs and 
seasoned professionals. Come and create an improvisation-based piece for the evening 
concert. Violins, guitars and clarinets especially welcome. See website for more details

Happy Valley? Haunted Valley! - A musical: Bollington Festival Music Theatre  
2-3:20pm & 4pm Arts Centre | £7 Adults / £3 U-16s 
Bollington’s past and present interweave in Donald Judge’s intriguing new Festival 
musical with catchy songs and lively action from talented local youngsters

RNCM Jazz Collective | 8pm Festival Marquee | £12
The young guns from the RNCM return with classic big band arrangements from 
the swing era.

Babbling Vagabonds “The Brothers Grimm” | 10am Arts Centre | £5
Come along with the kids for a puppet-making workshop followed by 
an exciting show for young families

An Afternoon with Don Maclean | 2:30pm Festival Marquee 
£7 Adults / £1 U-16s 
Your favourite hymns and a lot of laughter! With Paul Kerryson leading the music

Ceilidh | 7:30pm Civic Hall | £10
Ceilidh band Maplewood will set the room alight and direct you in the steps 
for a wild evening of energetic dance and fun

Vibrations and Vegetables: The Science of Sound 
1pm & 3pm Civic Hall | £4 Adults / £1 U-16s
The London Vegetable Orchestra and the science busker David Price make music together

Festival Comedy Club | 8pm Arts Centre | £10
A terrific line-up of comedians Peter Slater, Nina Gilligan, Meir Frank and Ben 
Schofield (Over-18s only!)

Screamin’ Beavers | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £16
We welcome back Macclesfield’s own local, sensational 11-piece soul band!

Upbeat Beatles | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £20
This won’t be a Hard Day’s Night! Relive the sounds and excitement of 
the 60s with this leading Beatles tribute band

Life & Musical Times of Joy Division & The Stone Roses | 7:30pm Civic Hall | £10
Lindsay Reade, former manager of The Stone Roses, co-founder of Factory Records 
and author of Torn Apart: The Life of Ian Curtis, in musical conversation with John Robb, 
chronicler of popular culture, biographer of the Stone Roses and punk-rock musician

Saturday 31 May  

Sunday 1 June  

Cayman Caves to Badland Dinosaurs: Dr Phil Manning  
7:30pm Civic Hall | £3 Adults / £1 U-16s
From giant rats in the Cayman Islands to T. Rex in South Dakota…

The Big Chris Barber Band | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £18
From the finest band of its kind in the world, an exciting evening of  
high-quality jazz & blues which will appeal in equal measure to the aficionado 
and the newcomer

Samfire Acoustic Duo | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £5
Samfire are melodically engaging with an eclectic mix of songs and delicious 
layers of falsetto, accompanied by an atmospheric electro acoustic guitar

Thursday 29 May  
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The Fab Lab | 11am-4pm St Gregory’s School | Free
Fabulous family fun doing biology!

The Fab Lab | 11am-2pm St Gregory’s School | Free
Fabulous family fun doing biology!

A Chorus of Voices | 7:30pm St Oswald’s Church | £5
Spirituality in the 21st Century explored through stories from the community 
- and karaoke! An original drama written and performed by local playwright 
Robin Hemmings and friends

An Evening with Sir Mark Elder & The Hallé Quartet 
7:30pm Arts Centre | £15
Sir Mark will talk about music, the Hallé and Verdi’s bicentennial, accompanied 
by Hallé soloists playing the Verdi Quartet. Chat and chamber music.  
(For March pre-talk on the Verdi Quartet see Festival website)

Wise Move Dance | 11am Arts Centre | £2
Showcasing the work of the local dance group for the over-50s, 
including Bollington performers in a Festival commission

Contemporary Novelists: Helen Walsh and Jenn Ashworth 
7:30pm Community Centre | £8
Two successful young novelists come to talk to us about the raw themes  
of their novels and the writing process

Morgan & West: Time Travelling Magicians | 1pm Festival Marquee | £8
Great Scott! Victorian magicians Morgan and West bring a magical  
extravaganza to a millennium near you! See the plucky prestidigitators 
present dazzling deceptions, unparalleled precognitive powers and a  
totally genuine ability to travel through time

Two Song Cycles; one German, one English | 2pm Arts Centre | £4
Bollington musicians Mike Bell (baritone) and Martyn Parkes (piano) 
perform Schumann’s most popular song cycle ‘Dichterliebe’ and Vaughan 
Williams’ wonderful ‘Songs of Travel’

Folk with Martin Simpson (Support: Lucy Ward) 
7:30pm Festival Marquee | £13
Martin Simpson: nominated 26 times in the Radio 2 Folk Awards and widely 
acknowledged as one of the finest acoustic and slide guitar players in the world. 
Martin’s solo shows are intense, eclectic and deeply moving. Joined by Lucy 
Ward ‘Britfolk’s most vibrant and forthright new young talent’ MOJO

Monday 26 May  

Ian Duhig: Reading his Poetry and Book-signing | 6pm Arts Centre | £10
Ian combines mystery and humour. His erudition and rich speaking voice turn 
the ordinary into the extraordinary. “The most original poet of his generation”, 
Carol Ann Duffy, Guardian

A Musical Evening: “Love’s Sweet Song” | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £12
Local operatic singer Rosie Lomas and friends bring a musical exploration 
of the sensual in Regency culture with Jane Austen’s ‘Sense and Sensuality’

Opera - Rossini’s “The Barber of Seville” | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £18
The North West’s renowned professional opera company, Heritage Opera 
is approaching its tenth anniversary, and will delight all with its own 
world-class production of Rossini’s much-loved comic opera of love, 
deception and confusion. Not just for opera lovers!

Man, Medicine & Morals: Professor Robert Winston 
7pm Festival Marquee | £7 Adults / £1 U-16s
Be inspired by the world-renowned professor, medical doctor, scientist, 
television presenter and politician.

Storytelling & Folksong Pub Crawl | 7pm Waterside Café | Free
Canal and other water-related songs and stories from local folk 
performers around Bollington watering holes

A Chorus of Voices | 7:30pm St Oswald’s Church | £5
Spirituality in the 21st Century explored through stories from the community 
- and karaoke! An original drama written and performed by local playwright 
Robin Hemmings and friends

A Chorus of Voices | 7:30pm St Oswald’s Church | £5
Spirituality in the 21st Century explored through stories from the community 
- and karaoke! An original drama written and performed by local playwright  
Robin Hemmings and friends

Tuesday 27 May  

Wednesday 28 May  
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Bolly’s Best | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £5
A celebration of Bollington’s talent - music, dance, comedy, poetry and more

Parade | 11am from The Poachers Inn | Free
Celebration of “50 years of…” followed by afternoon of free family entertainment on 
the Atax Field

Bollington Festival Choir, King’s School Singers & musicians from RNCM;  
Carmina Burana | 7:30-10pm Festival Marquee | £12
The best-known and most exciting popular classic as well as Lutosławski’s dazzling  
Paganini Variations and a brand new festive piece by Donald Judge

Bob the Builder & RaaRaa the Noisy Lion | 10:30am Civic Hall | £2
Curtis Jobling introduces his famous creations for under-5s - craft activities too!

Bollington Movie - Matinee | 5pm Festival Marquee | £7 Adults / £5 U-16s
The first ever showing of the long-awaited full-length feature film written, filmed 
and acted in Bollington, by Bollingtonians

Fiction4Teenagers | 2pm Community Centre | £10
Top tips about character-building, plotting, tension and much more from award-
winning authors Bryony Pearce and John Mayhew, who promise fun, education 
and lively debate

“Regeneration” Explored | 1:30-5:30pm Arts Centre | £10
Literary workshop exploring Pat Barker’s WW1 novel “Regeneration”,  
considering the film & history with Drs. Creina Mansfield and Alan Sennett

Bollington Movie - Gala Evening | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £12.50
The “official” world premiere of the Bollington Movie - a razzmatazz black tie event. 
Strut the red carpet, then enjoy some bubbly and mingle with our stars

Where Wolves Walk | 4:30pm Community Centre | £5
Fantasy horror for young people with animation screenings, live illustration and 
Wereworld presentation

A Walk on the Wild Side: Curtis Jobling, Jon Mayhew and Bryony Pearce  
6pm Dog & Partridge Pub | £5
Consideration of the macabre, frights and horror. Q&A with 3 contemporary writers 
of teenage horror fiction

The Festival Literary Quiz | 7pm Civic Hall | £5
Back by popular demand, teams of local literati pit their wits in a titanic battle of 
bookish obsession. Bring a bottle!

Songs and Stories of the Sea | 7:30-10:00pm The Plaice | £10
An evening of entertainment with special guests John Mayhew and Jim 
Bartlett, local story tellers and singers. Fish & Chip supper included

Tuesday 20 May  

Piano in the Park: Nick Curror | 2pm Festival Marquee | £7
Fine classical music from an international piano soloist. Nick will be preceded by 
some of our local talent 

The Kinder Children’s Choir of the High Peak | 3pm Methodist Church | £8
One of the UK’s foremost children’s choral organisations brings to our  
Happy Valley a family programme of glorious music and youthful energy	

Byrd and Victoria: English & Spanish Music from the 16th Century 
7:30pm St. Oswald’s Church | £12
A first-class performance of sacred music including Byrd’s remarkable Great Service 
alongside Victoria’s sunny Missa Vidi Speciosam

Sounds of Simon | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £15
Enjoy the UK’s leading tribute to the music of Simon and Garfunkel

Sunday 18 May  

Happy 5th Birthday SciBar: Prof. Ian Wilson and Prof. Jonathan Swinton 
6:30pm Civic Hall | Free
A double bill of up-to-the-minute science for all!

History Wardrobe – Jane Austen | 2pm Shrigley Hall Hotel | £10
Lucy Adlington of History Wardrobe Company explores history and fashion

‘A Compás’: Jaleo Flamenco | 8pm Festival Marquee | £15
An evocative musical journey through the diverse flamenco regions of Andalusia. 
“Spellbinding fusion of acoustic guitar, rhythm, songs, handclapping and ignitable 
dance” - The Guardian

My Stepson Stole My Sonic Screwdriver | 8pm Arts Centre | £10
Comedy stage show from English actor, writer and stand-up comedian Toby 
Hadoke. “A comedy genius” – Metro

A Bard @ Briscola | 7pm Briscola | £25
Internationally fêted Bollington poet Michael Symmons Roberts serves up 
spellbinding verse alongside Emrullah’s Italian cuisine (price inc fabulous Italian meal)

“Stitch & Stone” | 7:30pm St Oswald’s Church | £5
An illustrated talk by expert Dr Brenda King, Chair of the Textile Society.
Enjoy the display of rarely seen local church embroidery and learn about Macclesfield 
and Leek’s key place in the development of textiles worldwide

Monday 19 May
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Wikileaks | 6pm Arts Centre | £10
An exploration of the reality behind the film “The Fifth Estate” from Luke Harding, 
the Guardian’s former Moscow correspondent at the centre of the controversy 22
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Bollington Brass Band | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £10
Bollington Brass Band and Bollington “B” Band present “Brass on Broadway”.  
Well-known numbers from your favourite musicals!	 24

Wednesday 21 May  

A Night with the Stars | 7:30pm Kerridge Cricket Club | £5 Adults / £1 U-16s
Hands-on activities, talks and stargazing with Macclesfield Astronomy Club

Northern Chamber Orchestra “Concert for Families” 
7:30pm Festival Marquee | £16
A “Concert for Families” for enthusiasts and novices by nationally renowned 
musicians, including an exclusive performance with local amateurs playing 
alongside the pros. Sign up on the Festival website if you want to join in
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Event number
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Science

Music

Drama

Top Picks1

“Where Do You Think You Come From?”: Bollington Family History Club 
10:30am-12:30pm Arts Centre | Free
Bring along birth/marriage/death certificates from your earliest known ancestors 
and we will try to help you find where your family lived between 1841 and 1911.  
Displays of previous family history research. Not only for Bollington-based families   

Life & Works of Elizabeth Gaskell, the Great Northern Novelist  
2pm Community Centre | £5
Expert Elizabeth Williams discusses Elizabeth Gaskell and her novel 
‘Wives and Daughters’. Tea available

Livi Michael “Writing from History” | 2pm Community Centre | £5
Fiction writer Livi Michael reads from her forthcoming historical novel,  
Succession, and discusses the Wars of the Roses & her novel Malkin Child

“Signs of a Diva” | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £12
Local deaf actress Caro Sparks OBE will enthral with her mesmerising 
combination of drama and mime. Think “Little Voice” with Attitude 
(As seen at the Olympic opening ceremony)

Sarah Moule - Chanteuse | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £10
Enjoy a nightclub evening with smoky music, low lights and a 
femme-fatale performance!

Signing & improvised drama for the hearing impaired  
10am-12pm Arts Centre | £12
Caro Sparks offers a fun 2-hour workshop aimed at hard-of-hearing adults 
with good sign language knowledge and a wish to be more creative with it

Oysterband | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £18
Consistently creative , Oysterband continue to redefine their particular 
brand of folk-rock. One of the great live bands entertains with a classic 
mix of old and new songs

“A Life Of Crime” | 7:30pm Community Centre | £8
Two crime novelists, Chris Simms of the D.I.Spicer series and Kate Ellis, creator 
 of Wesley Peterson and Joe Plantagenet series, read their work and talk crime

Seeing the Skies with Other Eyes: Dr Dave Clements 
7:30pm Civic Hall | £3 Adults / £1 U-16s
What would we see if we had X-ray eyes?

Dave Spikey | 7:30pm Festival Marquee | £22
Phoenix Nights writer and double British Comedy Award winner brings 
the BIG LAUGHS to Bollington in his show “Words Don’t Come Easy”

Pevsner Revisited: A Guide to the Beauties of Cheshire 
7:30pm Community Centre | £8
Historian Matthew Hyde’s illustrated talk about updating Pevsner’s classic 
Cheshire guidebook

All-day Folk | 10am-5pm Arts Centre | £3
Sign up for one of four folk workshops. See website for more details

Jackie Kay - Poet and Author | 5:30pm St Oswald’s Church | £12
Another chance to meet one of our most engaging poets.  
Introduced by Michael Symmons Roberts

Sing “Les Mis” in a Day | 9:30am–2pm Civic Hall |  
2.30–3.00pm Festival Marquee | £17
Up to 100 amateur singers, two professional animateurs, local soloists and one 
inspiring Musical Director, in a one-day workshop leading to a sung performance. 
Ever wanted to sing? Love Les Mis? THIS is your chance. (No auditions. Music 
supplied). Musical Director: Sheena McInnes - www.singerscraft.co.uk

Clive Gregson | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £8
A great folk singer, supported by local musicians. More details on website

Dead End - Drama | 7pm Community Centre | £7
A dark minimalist drama sees several very different characters tell their 
stories against the backdrop of an unfolding national crisis

The Fab Lab | 1-4pm St Gregory’s School | Free
Fabulous family fun doing biology!

National Festival Circus | 1pm, 2:30pm & 4pm St John’s School | £5
A Big Top show offering a magical mix of laughter, excitement and 
bucketfuls of fun for all ages

Massed Male Voice Choir | 8pm Festival Marquee | £15
170 singers from 5 choirs will make the rec ring to their singing. 
Accompanied by Northern soprano Michelle Robinson

Jazz @ BAC: The Magnificent 7 | 8pm Arts Centre | £10
Surely there can’t be a better jazz band in the land than this? 
Magnificence defined

Saturday 24 May  
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Thursday 22 May  

Friday 23 May  

Dog Show | 11am Recreation Ground | Free
Got a dog? It must be best at something! Come along and show off 
your favourite friend. See website for more details

The Fab Lab | 1-4pm St Gregory’s School | Free
Fabulous family fun doing biology!
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Sunday 25 May  

Stephen Booth - Crime Writer | 7:30pm Arts Centre | £8
The renowned author talks about the story behind his Peak District crime novels

Gaming for the Real World: Professor Robert Stone   
7:30pm Civic Hall | £3 Adults / £1 U-16s
From burns victims to bomb disposal, find out how computer games can help

25

26

Dead and Alive? Young Poets and World War 1 
12pm Dog & Partridge Pub | £10
Young up-and-coming Manchester poets read their favourite WW1 
poems and contrast them with their own work. Discussion chaired by 
Michael Symmons Roberts. Sandwiches included 49

The History of Bollington, WW1 | 2pm Community Centre | £3
What happened to the men of Bollington in WW1? Find out from Dave Williams, 
who studied census material to write the story of every Bollington soldier

Simon Simeon: A Pre-Raphaelite Restored | 2pm-4pm Arts Centre | £5
Frank Vigon tells the story of an artist fêted, scorned and then forgotten…
until now

Friday 30 May  
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Buying Tickets:

Event 
Number

Ticket 
Price

Number 
Required

TOTAL

total

Name: ........................................................

Address: ..................................................... 

..................................................................... 

..................................................................... 

....................................................................

Email: ......................................................... 

.....................................................................

Tel: .............................................................

A

Buy tickets online: www.bollingtonfestival.org.uk
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